[The coverage of vaccines systematically administered and of a vaccine against Haemophilus influenzae type b prior to its inclusion in the vaccinal calendar in the Valencian Community].
The objective of this study was to estimate the vaccine coverage among children two years of age in the Community of Valencia, Spain, in 1997. Cluster sampling was used to assess vaccine coverage. Clusters were villages randomized according to their population < 5 years of age. At least 7 children of each of the 30 selected clusters were randomly selected from the database of newborn metabolic screening. Parents were contacted and vaccine registration cards requested by mail. Four hundred forty subjects were selected. Eight percent of the families had moved and were not contacted. Sixty-nine percent participated in the study. Coverage for three doses of DTP was 97.8% and 87.6% for four doses. MMR vaccine coverage was 96.6% and three doses of hepatitis B had been given in 95.1%. H. influenzae type b (Hib) vaccine coverage was 57%. In 70% of the studied cases of non-participants, vaccine coverage was known through vaccination centers and was very similar to that of the participants. Vaccine coverage in the Community of Valencia is high for the scheduled vaccines. Although Hib is not a scheduled vaccination, its coverage was 57%.